
                                                                        
 
July 2026 
 

ODDS AND ENDS TO CLOSE LAST YEAR    
● Illiana accounts for graduates and students who are not returning next year will be deleted on 

July 7th. After this date you will no longer be able to access your Illiana account or retrieve any 
data that was in your account. It is imperative that you back up any important data before this 
date. You can go to takeout.google.com to easily download all your data or go to 
myaccount.google.com and transfer your data to a personal Google account. 

● DIPLOMAS:    Packets for the graduates are available to be picked up in the office until the end 
of July.  These packets contain their signed diploma and an unofficial copy of their transcript.  
Packets will ONLY be given to graduates whose tuition accounts are paid in full. 

 
SUMMER OFFICE HOURS:  The office will be open from 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., Monday 
through Thursday. 
 
CALENDAR NOTES: 
July 6-24 – Viking Academy 
July 14 - 16 - Someone Cares Mission Trip 
July 15 - Senior Parking Spot Painting Form due 
July 20 - Band instrument rental pick up 10:00 am - 12:00 pm  
July 27-31 - Band Camp (not associated with Viking Academy) 
July 31-August 4 - Seniors Parking Spot Painting 
August 10 – New Viking Night  
August 11 – New Student Orientation 1:30 dismissal (required day for all Freshmen and Transfer   
                         Students) 
August 12 – First day of school for all students 
August 15 - Windy City Thunderbolts Athletic Fundraiser (see Athletic section below) Band -     
                        National Anthem  
August 18– Senior Pictures 
August 19 – Underclassmen Pictures 
August 20 & 21 – Auditions for fall play, The Hiding Place 

 
ABSOLUTELY AWESOME HAPPENINGS 
● 2026-2027 CLASS SCHEDULES:  Copies of schedules will be available to view via your Family 

Portal soon.  Please keep in mind that as additional students enroll at Illiana, some schedules 
may need to be modified. If you have a particular request that you feel your counselor should 
be made aware of, please email them.  Students should not reach out to their counselors 
requesting specific teachers and changing lunches. If you are missing a class period, missing 
a required course, changing course levels, etc., know that Mr. Zandstra and Mrs. Benes are 
working on that. Students whose last names begin with A – K should contact Mrs. Benes at 
mbenes@illianachristian.org. Students whose last names begin with L – Z should contact Mr. 
Zandstra at nzandstra@illianachristian.org. We appreciate your patience and understanding 
as we finalize schedules for the upcoming school year.   
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● BAND INSTRUMENT RENTAL: July 20; 10:00 am- 12:00 pm For Symphonic Band, Wind 
Ensemble, Instrument Ensemble members who need to rent an instrument from Illiana. 
Contact tgilman@illianachristian.org for details.  

● BAND CAMP: JULY 27-31 For all returning and new  Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble 
members. Our goal is to get a jump start on our Pep Band music for the football season. The 
camp runs from 8:00 am - 12:00 pm for Percussionists; 9:00 am-12:00 pm for the rest of the 
band. Get your Band Swag here: https://besseshirtlettering.itemorder.com use code GQEMB 

● FALL PLAY AUDITIONS 2026:  This year's play is The Hiding Place, a powerful drama based on 
the memoir by Corrie ten Boom detailing how her devoutly Christian family in the 
Netherlands risked their lives to shelter Jews from the Nazis.  Arrested and imprisoned in a 
concentration camp, Corrie  survives only through her unwavering faith in God’s goodness. 
Students who wish to audition can find information in the drama department’s Google 
classroom. Any new students who want information should email Mr. DeVries, the play’s 
director at jdevries@illianachristian.org.   Auditions will be after school on August 20 and 21 
(students need to attend only one of those days).   

● HEALTH RECORDS 
○ The Indiana State Department of Health requires that all incoming seniors receive a 

2nd MCV4 (Meningococcal A) vaccine.  Please mail, email or drop off an updated 
immunization record BEFORE school starts in August. You may email records to 
shoffman@illianachristian.org. Please send a scanned copy, not a photo of the records. 
You may also drop off or mail a copy. 

○ Parents of incoming freshmen and transfer students, please make sure your student’s 
immunizations are up-to-date. Do not rely on records from your previous school.  Also, 
students from Illinois must have their Hepatitis A shots as is required in Indiana.  You 
may email records to shoffman@illianachristian.org. Please send a scanned copy, not a 
photo of the records. You may also drop off or mail a copy. 

○ Any family that has filled out a Religious Objection Form for vaccinations must 
complete a new form EVERY YEAR.  Please send an updated form, for the 2025 -2026 
school year, to the office before the school year starts.  You may email updated forms to 
shoffman@illianachristian.org, or bring them to the office. 

● NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION:  First day for transfer students and freshmen will take place 
on Tuesday, August 11, 7:45 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  Lunch and snacks will be provided.  Students will 
meet in the ARC when they arrive. They will receive a copy of their schedule, their textbooks, 
and their Chromebook, as well as run through their classes and meet each of their teachers.  
Buses will run on this day. 

● NEW VIKING NIGHT:  We're excited to welcome all new incoming students and their 
parent(s)/guardians to New Viking Night on Monday, August 10! 

○ Join us for an evening of connection, information, and community as you begin 
your Illiana journey. Dinner will be served, so come hungry and ready to meet other 
new Viking families. 

○ Please be sure to RSVP by August 3. As a reminder, this event is intended only for 
new students and their parent(s)/guardians. 

○ If you have any questions, please reach out to: Janna Van Essen – 
jvanessen@illianachristian.org 

● PARKING FOR 2026-2027:  For identification purposes, all student drivers must display a 
parking tag in their car.  Please fill in the form by Monday, 8/3/26. If a student will be driving 
later in the school year, please fill out the electronic form later. The $20 fee will be billed with 
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tuition.  Please carefully read, complete, and submit the form.  The parking tags will be 
distributed in homeroom on the first standard day of school.   

● SENIOR CLASS TRIP 2026, WASHINGTON DC:  On May 14, juniors received information 
regarding their class trip.  The dates for the trip will be October 13–17, 2026.  The $995 and the 
forms (that students will receive in homeroom the week of August 26) are due September 8, in 
full.  Money and the forms can be given to their homeroom teacher beginning August 31.  
More information will be shared as it becomes available. 

● SENIOR PARKING SPOT PAINTING: Seniors! It's time to show your school spirit and 
personalize your very own parking spot for your senior year! Please fill out this form to 
ensure that you get a parking spot and have all of the necessary information. Painting days 
this year will be July 31st, August 1st, 3rd, 4th, and 8th.  

○ Your design for the parking spot needs to be submitted by Wednesday, July 15th.  
Use the form above to submit your design.  You will be notified by Friday, July 17th if 
your spot was not approved.  All others will be notified by Monday, July 20th.   

○ Before filling out this form, please read the attached contract and make sure you 
understand all expectations. Contract/Guidelines 

● SENIOR PICTURES:  Parents of 2026 - 2027 seniors, please watch for an email coming from HR 
Imaging this summer regarding senior pictures.  ALL seniors must have their picture taken for 
the 2026 SPIRE.  Senior pictures are scheduled for August 19 during the school day. 

● SOMEONE CARES MISSION TRIP: July 14 - 16: "Someone Cares" is a collaborative effort 
among local churches in Northwest Indiana to serve the community with love and kindness 
in Jesus’ name. The initiative unites students to make a real difference in neighborhoods, 
parks, and public spaces. The ultimate goal is for residents to see Christ’s love in action and 
ask, "Why are you helping us?" — so we can share that it’s because Jesus cares.  Learn more 
about this opportunity here. 

● VIKING ACADEMY:  Illiana is once again offering Viking Academy, a summer camp program 
for elementary and middle school students. We will offer various academic and athletic camps 
for three weeks in July. Camps include but are not limited to the following: Cooking/Baking, 
Painting, Basketball, Volleyball, Mad Scientist, Cheerleading  and more! To register please 
visit https://www.illianachristian.org/life-ichs/viking-academy/  Questions? Contact 
vikingacademy@illianachristian.org 

 
DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 
ATHLETIC NEWS  
● FAll SPORTS TRYOUTS:   

○ Boys and Girls Soccer – August 3, 4 & 5.  Girls: 7-8:30 a.m.  Boys:  5-7 p.m. 
○ Girls Volleyball –  August 3, 4, & 5.  Grade 9, 3-5 p.m.  Grades 10, 11 & 12, 6-8 p.m. 
○ Boys Tennis – August 3, 4 & 5 from   7:00 - 9:00 a.m. 
○ Girls Flag Football - August 3, 4, & 5 from 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
○ Girls Golf - July 31 at 12:00 p.m. at Palmira Golf Club  
○ Cross Country -  will begin practicing on August 3 at 3:00 p.m.. 
○ Football -  will begin practicing on August 3. 

● FINAL FORMS:  All students participating in sports must register on Final Forms.  All athletes 
must be registered BEFORE tryouts begin.  If you have questions, contact Bonnie Trepton at 
219-558-7066 ext. 124, or btrepton@illianachristian.org.  
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● All athletes must turn in a valid IHSAA Pre-Participation physical and consent form 
completed and signed after April 1, 2026, to be eligible for tryouts and to compete during the 
2026-27 athletic season.  The physical form is available here and on the website. 

● Windy City Thunderbolts Athletic Fundraiser:  Join us on Friday, August 15, at the Ozinga 
Field in Crestwood for Beatles, baseball and fireworks.  Enjoy live pregame entertainment 
from American English and our own pep band as they will be playing the National Anthem.  
Tickets are $11 and must be purchased before August 15.  If you buy a ticket here and  use 
password Illiana, a portion of the ticket sales will go to the athletic department.  Don’t miss 
this night of family fun.   

● The athletic department will be hosting an All-Parents-All-Sports virtual meeting on 
Thursday, August 6, at 6:00 p.m. where we will be going over what you need to know if you 
have a student athlete.  The link and further meeting details will be sent out closer to the date.  

● Our first annual Viking Kickoff Tailgate will be August 22! This will be an annual event held 
at our first home football game. This will include a bean bag tournament, bounce houses, 
food, and much more! Additional information, including bean bag tournament registration, 
will be sent in the coming weeks.  

● Illiana is looking for three coaching positions for next year. Each coach must have a passion 
for their sport and be a strong Christian mentor for our high school athletes. They are all paid 
positions.   
● Varsity Sideline Cheer Head Coach (Winter season) 
● Track Sprints Coach (Spring) 
● Assistant Boys Tennis Coach (Fall) 

 
 
BUSINESS OFFICE NEWS 
● All tuition balances from the 2025-26 school year should be paid in full at this point.  This 

includes all incidental charges as well as tuition.  Please login to your FACTS account to make 
certain you have no outstanding fees.  Please also keep in mind that your account MUST be 
paid in full before your student will be allowed to begin classes for the 2026-27 school year. 

●  If you have any questions regarding your account, please contact Kathy West at  
kwest@illianachristian.org or 219-558-7066 x111. 
 

2026 – 2027 TUITION  
● The 2026-2027 tuition rate is $14,124.00.  Tuition agreements will be sent later this month and 

will include all completed voucher credits as well.  A $100 enrollment fee credit will also be 
reflected on your tuition agreement. 

● The first tuition payments will process in August 2026, and payments will continue to process 
through June 2027.  Payments will be automatically deducted from your bank account 
according to the payment schedule you had previously set up in FACTS.  

 
COUNSELING OFFICE NEWS 
● SENIORS - FINAL ILLIANA TRANSCRIPT:  Seniors are responsible for sending their final, 

official transcript to their future college, trade school, military recruiter, or employer.  This 
can be done using their Parchment account.  The cost is free when ordered prior to August 
2026. Contact David Boer at dboer@illianachristian.org or ext. 151 with any questions. 

● SENIORS - FINAL IVY TECH TRANSCRIPT:  Seniors planning to transfer the dual credit they 
earned through Ivy Tech Community College to their future college or trade school should go 
to order Ivy Tech transcript.  Contact Ivy Tech with any questions.  Remember that you need 
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to use your Ivy Tech email address to log into your My Ivy account.  Click here if you don’t 
remember your Ivy Tech email address. 

                                                                                                                                                                         
MARKETING NEWS 
● Come out and support Illiana at the Cedar Lake Summerfest Parade on Saturday, July 4th.  The 

parade begins at 10 a.m.  Illiana will have a decorated mini-bus and students marching in the 
parade, passing out candy and other goodies!   

 
P.I.E.NEWS 
● What on earth is PIE? Who is it? What do they do? If you have been asking these questions, 

keep your eyes peeled! On July 29 you will receive a very important email with all the info 
about PIE. This email will also include opportunities to volunteer to work at hot lunches, 
dinners, and kitchen cleanings to work off your $300 PIE fee, which will be assessed each year 
in May. 

● We offer daily lunches, one selection each day. Everything is pre-ordered and prepaid. Every 
month we "open"  the lunch ordering from the 1st-10th. You will receive instructions on July 
31; it's very quick and easy to do. This first order will be for August and September- you won’t 
want to miss ordering! Questions about our lunch program- please contact  Terri Schaaf. Her 
email is tschaaf@illianachristian.org. 

● SCRIP:   Scrip tuition credit will be paid out at the end of July.  It will be posted on your August 
statement.   You may also order from the SCRIP store during the summer months.  If you are a 
new family and have had an active SCRIP account make sure you email 
scrip@illianachristian.org and request you be moved from future family to active family.   

 
SPIRIT WEAR 
● Are you looking for cool Illiana merchandise or clothing? Illiana does not sell items directly, but 

you can purchase many items from Game One at the following link: 
       https://shop.game-one.com/east/e3/illiana-christian 
       Pro-Am Team Sports at 1650 US-41 in Schererville also stocks Illiana merchandise at their store. 
       You can call them at 219-515-6900. Everybody looks better in some Viking swag! 
 
TRANSPORTATION 

● BUS SIGN UPS:   The 2026 -2027 bus registration link is open if your student will need bus 
transportation next school year, please take a moment to register them.  There is 
transportation from South Holland, Lansing, and Highland.  The bus registration fee for 
next year is $300.00 and will be billed on your September incidentals statement.  Contact 
Duane Kamstra with questions at 219-558-7066 x147 or dkamstra@illianachristian.org. 
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