






had to agree to participate 
in meetings and fundrais-
ers leading up to the trips. 

Sara Johnson, who picks 
the locations for the mis-

sion trips every year, said, 
“I chose LA because a stu-
dent asked me to find a trip 
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	 During spring break, four Illi-
ana students (Taya Anker, Jon Bultema, 
Jillian Hoeksema, and Anna Haem-
ker) served in Sauk Village, Illinois. 

	 Because the trip wasn’t 
as far away as West Virginia or 
California, students met each 
morning at Emmanuel CRC and 
worked until early afternoon. 

“It was the best of both possible 
worlds,” said Missions Director Sara 
Johnson. “We got to be the hands 
and feet of Jesus… while enjoying 
some of the joys of spring break.”

	 The group partnered with 
Faith Church, Emmanuel CRC, Chi-
cagoland Prison Outreach (CPO), and 
Just Roots Chicago. Their coordinator 
was Kenan Koops, who works for 
Faith Church and is a teacher with CPO. 

	 CPO works with previously 
incarcerated people and teaches them 
a trade. Students met two men--Mar-
cus and Daryl--who completed CPO’s 
welding program and were work-
ing through the carpentry program. 

Senior Jillian Hoeksema said 
that listening to the men and hearing 
how they want to help their commu-
nities was her favorite part of the trip.

	 The group also met with 
members of the “It Takes A Village” 
Community Farm in Sauk Village, 
which is associated with Just Roots 
Chicago. The farm works to provide 
access to local, sustainably grown food.

Sauk Village, Illinois

Illiana Christian on Missions
Los Angeles, California

Yaeger, West Virginia

	 For the third year in a row, 
Illiana Christian took a group of stu-
dents to Yaeger, West Virginia this 
past spring break. Students and chap-
erones filled their week with differ-
ent types of service such as painting, 
cleaning, and moving. They usu-
ally worked from sunrise to sunset. 

	 Some activities they did 
were a little dif-
ferent from pre-
vious years. For 
example, for a 
couple of days 
during their trip 
the team stayed 
at a wildlife 
camp where 
they lived out of 
a yurt, a Mongo-
lian style of tent, 
with no water or 
electricity. At the 
camp, they shov-
eled mulch and 
carried wood to 
a cliff to build 
an outlook. The 
group also re-
paired a skatepark, building two new 
ramps for the community to use. 

The team kept some annual 
traditions as well. They attended a 
church service and went to a local 
youth group. Paul and Faith Dick, 
who moved to West Virginia from 
Pennsylvania to serve and bring Je-
sus to the community, also hosted 
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Aubrey Porter the group for the third year in a row. 
	 Senior Sanyah Sampson 

said that their main goal was to serve 
all of the people and businesses in 
any way they could. “Our work 
seemed so little, but the gratitude we 
experienced was amazing. People 
felt like we had made a giant impact 
on the area though we felt like we 
were doing such small things, like 
cleaning up someone’s backyard.”   

Sampson added, “Once I got 
home, I felt called to go back and help 

because at times I felt there was so 
much more that needed to be done.” 

The jobs they did repainting a 
basement and cleaning up the out-
side of a local food pantry were only 
the first steps in the long process of 
repairs, but each and every person 
the team encountered was extremely 
grateful, even if the work that they 

were doing seemed small. 	
Senior Sydney Groene-

wold said that some of her fa-
vorite memories from the trip in-
cluded helping the people in the 
community and seeing how grateful 
they were that the group was there. 

“I also liked getting to know the 
people on the trip better and spending 
time with them all,” Groenewold said. 

	 Dave Gibson, a chaperone, 
said he surprisingly enjoyed having 
to adapt to unexpected circumstances, 

like losing all of 
the plumbing for 
a night and not 
being able to use 
the sinks, toilets, 
or showers. “It 
was fun to expe-
rience the group 
growing more 
c o m f o r t a b l e 
through the times 
like this as the 
week progresses, 
and curve balls 
like this acceler-
ate the growth.”

 Terri 
Schaaf, another 
chaperone on 
the trip, said that 

the youth group meeting specifi-
cally impacted her. “It was shocking 
to hear their strong beliefs, ques-
tions about God, and how much 
they are yearning to learn more!”

Schaaf added, “We all grew 
in our relationship with God, each 
other, and I loved serving alongside 
each and every person involved.”
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Olivia Oostema The group helped out at the com-
munity garden, which involved some 
physical labor. The cold weather proved 
a challenge because the group couldn’t 
feel their fingers, said Hoeksema.

On Wednesday, despite a 
downpour, they helped serve 225 
cars of people at a food pantry. 

Said Johnson, “It wasn’t 
“fun”, but we made sure the day 
went smoothly and lightened the 
load of the regular volunteers.”

Senior Anna Haemker said help-
ing feed people through the food bank 
was her favorite pa+++rt of the trip.

	 Each day after volun-
teering, the group ate lunch to-
gether and invited members of 
the community to join them.  

Said Hoeksema, “Something 
that challenged me was getting to 
know new people since we met 
different pastors and people from 
the church each day for lunch.”

“[Eating with community 
members] gave us an opportunity 
to learn and grow… while break-
ing bread together,” said Johnson. 
“I’ll treasure a lot of what we talked 
about at lunch for a long while.”

	 Haemker said, “I’m thank-

ful for all the new people I met and 
for being able to gain experience 
working in a different area of town.” 

Johnson encouraged students to 
consider going on a mission trip next 
year, whether for the first or fourth time. 
Hoeksema added, “Mission trips are a 
great experience, and I would definite-
ly recommend doing it. It’s a great way 
to get involved and do Christ’s work.”

Reporter
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D u r -
ing spring 
break, when 
many stu-
dents were 
on vacation, 
15 students 
and 3 chap-
erones went 
to Los An-
geles, Cali-
fornia on a 
mission trip 
to spread 
God’s hope 
and love 
with home-
less people. 

In order 
to go on the 
mission trip, 
students had to fill out an ap-
plication in late October or 
early November. They also 

to LA and he would go on 
it, so I started doing a lit-
tle research.  I discovered 
that we had two alumni of 
Illiana doing great work 

in LA, and 
their mis-
sions were 
only four 
blocks apart.  
Once I heard 
that, I be-
gan planning 
in earnest.” 

S tuden t s 
who went on 
the trip did 
many things 
to serve the 
L.A. com-
munity. They 
handed out 
free gro-
ceries to 
people in 
need, visit-
ed homeless 

people on Skid Row and 
conversed with them. They 
also did something called 

Adopt-A-Block, which in-
volved volunteers knock-
ing on people’s doors, 
handing them flyers, and 
sharing the schedule of 
church events with them. 

A senior who went on 
the trip, Annalee Wang, 
shared what she liked most 
about the trip. “One thing 
I liked about it is I could 
see how God has worked 

in us. At first we were all 
kind of shy and were kind 
of scared to knock on 
people’s doors and talk to 
them. But towards the end 
of the trip, we all opened 
up to people and were more 
willing to share things 
about God to other people. 
And God also used our dif-
ferent abilities to reach 
out to different people.” 

Sydney Groenewold and Grace Goodfellow hard at work. 
Photo courtesy of  Grace Goodfellow

The Sauk Village mission team takes a break from shoveling mulch to pose 
for a photo.

Photo courtesy of  Facebook

The LA mission trip team unpacks food from a foodtruck in order to hand 
out groceries to families in need. 

Photo courtesy of  Facebook
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